The  Hope  of  Resurrection 

Creed:  Descended  to  the  dead,  on  the  third  day  he 
rose  again. 

Clarification:  "Descended  to  the  Dead?  " 

•  This  clause  is  absent  from  an  older  version  of  the 
Apostles'  Creed  (i.e.  Old  Roman  Creed). 

•  Some  speculate  that  this  clause  has  to  do  with  Jesus 
descending  to  hell  and  preaching  the  gospel  to  the 
passed-away  saints  (1  Pet  3:19). 

•  We  consider  this  pure  speculation. 

•  To  us,  the  Jesus  who  descended  to  the  dead  is  none 
other  than  the  Christ  who  destroyed  him  who  holds 
the  power  of  death  and  then  rose  again  from  the 
dead.  The  two  clauses  express  the  same 
resurrection  hope. 

Resurrection  Hope  in  First-Century  Judaism 

•  From  covenant  breach  to  exile  (Duet  30:11  -20) 

•  Theodicy:  If  God  does  not  protect  his  own  people, 
if  he  left  his  temple  to  be  destroyed  by  the  Gentiles, 
what  hope  can  Israel  have?  The  hope  of  national 
resurrection  (Eze  37:1-14). 

•  Reformation  following  return  from  exile 
(Nehemiah  and  Ezra) . 

•  Theodicy :  Why  is  Israel  still  in  a  state  of  exile  even 
after  she  repents? 

•  Answer:  Those  who  died  in  order  to  be  faithful  to 
the  Law  shall  be  resurrected  when  God  returns  to 
restore  Israel  and  the  world  (2  Maccabees  7;  Dan 
12:1-2). 

•  Consequently,  when  Jesus  suffered  under  the  hands 
of  Gentiles,  died  as  a  righteous  man,  and 
subsequently  vindicated  by  being  resurrected  from 
death,  a  first-century  Jew  would  naturally  interpret 
this  as  the  inauguration  of  the  eschatological 
restoration. 

Paul's  Understanding  of  the  Resurrection  Hope 
(1  Cor  15:1-58) 

1 .  The  hope  of  resurrection 

2.  Victory  of  God  over  suffering  and  death 

3 .  Faithful  living  under  the  resurrection  hope 

Confession:  Jesus  has  risen!  From  now  on,  suffering 
and  death  is  no  longer  the  essence  of  our  existence. 
Under  the  hope  of  resurrection,  our  loyalty  and 
faithfulness  to  God  is  not  in  vain. 


